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Mr. Bird, owner of Bird’s Ice Cream Shop in Hope Valley, has closed temporarily.  While 
Mr. Bird is an expert in the creation of ice cream confections, as a hobby he also makes 
his own designer spoons.  He decided to put his spoon creations on sale and all of his 
spoons sold out in under 4 minutes.  Unfortunately for Hope Valley singles, the lack 
of spoons to stir his ice cream pots means that there can be no ice cream socials until 
Mr. Bird replenishes his spoon supply. “I don’t know what I’m going to do to continue 
coucourting Clara,” said local resident Jesse Flynn.  “We depend on Mr. Bird’s ice cream 
socials to continue our 
budding romance.  I may never 
be able to marry Clara if he 
isn’t able to stir his ice cream 
pots.”  Good news may be on 
the horizon.  Hope Valley 
sinsingles Hickam and Murphy 
are in the planning stages of 
an emergency run to the 
neighboring town of Buxton 
to purchase additional spoons.

A new trend is sweeping through Hope Valley and it has been deemed by some to be 
quite scandalous. Some of the town ladies have reported that plaid “Unmentionables”
were seen by a few of the local men, hanging on the line after wash day.  

However, this cannot be confirmed since 
none of the men complained. After a little 
digging, the Tribune can report that these 
controversial undergarments are being 
sold by none other than Dottie’s Apparel 
Shop. “These new undergarments were 
designed designed by our dress designer, Rosemary 
Coulter,” Dottie told us. Reportedly Mrs. 
Coulter wanted to call the garments 
“leggings,” but thankfully cooler heads 
prevailed! Some of the town’s ladies are 
very disturbed by the flamboyant trend, 
“What’s next? Polka dots!” one exclaimed. 
WWe understand the new “Unmentionables” 
can be purchased at the dress shop in 
several sizes and in more than one plaid 
pattern. We will keep you updated on 
any new developments. 

It was unlike 
any other 
day at Yost’s 
Mercantile, 
as the folks 
of Hope 
VValley 
hustled to 
their favorite 
merchant in 
search of a 
sweet treat. 

Due to the spoon shortage at Bird’s 
Ice Cream Shop, townsfolk 
expected to delight in peppermint 
sticks, lollipops, and various other
penny candies. “The jars are empty!” 
exclaimed Emily Montgomery, one of
tthe young ladies from Miss 
Thatcher’s Class. “Who bought all 
the sweets?” asked Hattie 
Ferguson. Ned Yost was 
unavailable for comment, but his 
daughter Katie assured people
they were expecting more treats 
on on the next shipment from 
Hamilton. Will anyone uncover the 
truth as to who has the sweetest
tooth in Hope Valley?

Recent efforts by Nurse Carter to increase student focus 
appear to be backfiring. According to town teacher Elizabeth 
Thatcher, “Instead of focusing on their reading and writing, 
the children are completely consumed with these ‘fidget 
spinners’ provided by Nurse Carter. I know she didn’t mean 
harm but it is out of control!” Some children were struggling 
tto pay attention during class, and in an effort to help, Nurse 
Carter provided the spinners as a tool to increase the children’s 
focus during lessons. Unfortunately, several students are now fixated 
on the spinners, creating conflict in the classroom. “Cody and Robert 
are constantly trying to see who has the longest spin-time,” young Emily 
stated. She continued, “Every time I am trying to work on my multiplication, they keep me 
from getting my work done!” Some parents are calling for a town-wide ban on the spinners,
but Cabut Carter still maintains their effectiveness. She told the Tribune, “I believe the spinners
have a lot to offer, and once the newness wears off, I’m sure we will begin to see the 
increased focus among the children, as we originally hoped!” There are currently no 
plans to ban the spinners from town, but Thatcher is in consideration of a classroom ban. 
The issue will be discussed during Back-to-School night with parents who would like to 
provide input.
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